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Stein & AssociateSp P.C. 
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Vtfl Facsimile: (703) ^Rft-^fi gy or fVfi^ > 3gg-7mwr 
Ms. Y. Hot ton. Examiner 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Art Unit: 3635 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Re: Applicant: Peter Kowalevich 
Serial IsTo.: 09/450,3S5 

Pnllv Interlnakitf^ *i vnthetit^ fihake Sidi^^ 

Dear Ms. Jforton: 

Enclosed please find a copy of the Petition for Extension of Time in 
response to the Office Action dated June 5, 2001 . This Petition requested a 
r^^f respond through to, and including December 

Lln nn ^ ^ f °^ mailing. The proscribed Small Entitf fee of 

$460.00 was included along with the postcard (copies of each are also enclosed). 

„ . . called my office earlier today, you spoke with Eric 

RadziiTunsky, a new law clerk. Mr. Radziminsky was not aware that this 
Petition had already been filed- I apologize for any confusion. 

^ ^^'^^'^ appreciate it if you would confirm your receipt of this document 
by fax as soon as you receive it. I do appreciate your calling my office 
however, to alert me that you had not received the enclosed Petttion. Thank 

Sincerely, 



Mi/chell A. Stein/ 
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Stein & AssocrATES, P.C 

CA PPOFESSIONA.L Corporation) 
ATTORNEYS AT Law 
-439 Fifth avenue: 
ZO^" Floor 
New York. New York I OO I 7 



TEL c e r a ) eea-oi oo 
FAX < 2 I 3> ee3-oi o I 



FAX TRANSMISSION COVER SHEET 



Date: February 5, 2002 

To : Mr. Morton- UNITED ST A TES PA TENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

From: Miichell A. Stein, Esq. 

Fax: (703) 306-4195 RECEIVED 

Re: KoM^ale^^ich - 09/450385 FEB 0 5 2002 

Sender: RUTH FOR MAS GROUP 3600 

YOU SHOULD RECEIVE PAGE(S), INCLUDING THIS COVER SHEET. IF 
YOU DO NOT RECEIVE ALL THE PAGES, PLEASE CALL (212)883-0100 

This transmission is intended oniy for the use and attention of th& individual 
identified ebove, to v\/hom this transmission and the documents and data that foiiows are 
addressed. This transmission includes secret and confidentlai information that is exempt 
from disclosure under applicable law. Any distribution of this transmission to anyone other 
than the intended recipient is absolutely forbidden. If this transmission is received by 
anyone other than the intended recipient, please telephone us at once az 1 -2 1 2-883-0 1 0O; 
you may call collect. Please return the document at once to us at the above address via the 
United States Postal Service. Thank you. 

MESSAGE; 

Please review the atiachments and give me a call upo 
Thank you for listening and please see what can b 
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Stein & Associates, P.C. 

<A PROresSfONAU CORRORA-nOM) 

ATTORNEYS AT Law 

4S© F.FTH AVENUE flfffClS! 

E©'''' Floor 
New York. New York lOOIT 



TEL (2t2)aaj-o; oo 
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GROUP 3600 



February 5, 2002 

VIA FACSIMILE (703) 306-4195 FAX RECFIVFD 

Ms. Yvonne Horton v t:L^ 

Examiner p^g q 5 ^002 

United Slates Patent and Trademark Office 
Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D.C, 2023 1 

Re; Applicant: Peter Kowalevich 
Serial No.: 09/450,385 

Fully InterlockingLSvnthetic Shake Sidins^ 

Dear Ms. Horton: 

I am writing to you with the hope that we can arrive at a satisfactory conclusion to 
the above matter. You will recall from many of our phone conversations, faxes (both 
ways) and correspondence that an extension was requested with regard to the most recent 
Office Action dated June 5, 2001 . The Petition For Extension of Time as well as the 
Amendment were sent on December 5, 2001 along with this firm's check in the amount of 
S460,00. 

Since then, we have established the following facts: 

1 . You have not received the package ( i.e. . check not cashed; postcard not 
returned); 

2. We have not gotten a return of the package from the post office; and 
3- The application has been abandoned. 

While attempting to fax the material to you after a series of numerous faxes and 
various conversations with the staff in this office, our faxes "crossed paths." See copy of 
facsimile dated and confirmed on January 28, 2002, and your letter dated January 28, 
2002 reasserting Notice of Abandonment due to lack of response. It would seem to me, 
Ms. Horton, that we are at a crossroads. 



£;\K.owalevich\020S02 Letter co Mr. Horoln ni final answer 
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Stein & Associates. P C. 
To: CiNSERT Name] 
DATE; [INSERT DATE] 
PAGE: -2- 

In addition, while attempting to decipher this situation, I came across a letter from 
your office dated January 16, 2002 (copy attached hereto). Specifically, it was signed by 
**Nicho]as P. Godici" and states in pertinent part: 

"Unfortunately the decontamination process has damaged some of the 
mail recently delivered to the USPTO. For example, some patent 
application papers and drawings, including photographs have been 
stuck together and cannot be separated. Some computer discs have 
been damaged. Some labels have been blackened so that the text on 
them cannot be read and some papers have been yellowed and are 
brittle. The amount of damaged mail is small, about 5%, and the 
senders are being contacted to supply a duplicate when necessary. 
Additionally, no application is hein^ abandoned y^ithout us first 
calling the applicant to ensure that a reply has not been delayed in 
the mail.. 



I certainly believe Ms. Horton that you did not receive the documents, I hope that 
you would in turn believe that not only did w^e send the documents on December 5, 2001, 
but we have continuously tried to get them to you by fax since then. At this juncture, I 
w^ould appreciate it if you could make a determination based on the above facts and allow 
us to send to you an original set of documents along with a new check in the original 
amount of S460.00 to revive said application and move forward. 

Thank you. 



MSF:rs 
Attachments 
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response to the Office Action dated June 5, 2001, This Petition requested a 
three^month extension of time to respond through to, and including December 
5, 2001, which was the date of mailing. The proscribe<3 Small Entity fee of 
$460.00 was included along with the postcard (copies of each are also enclosed). 

When you called my office earlier today, you spoke with Eric 
Radximinsky, a new law clerk- Mr- Rad:ziininsky was not aware that this 
Petition had already been filed- I apologise for any confusion. 

I would appreciate it if you would confirm your receipt of this document 
by fax as soon as you receive it. I do appreciate your calling my office, 
however, to alert me that you had not received the enclosed Petition- Thank 
you- 

Sincerely, 




Mi. 



MAS:rs 
Enclosures 



-nkl -nj. WOIXdO ^ctAX 3niJ 3 UJ 



(omB) ■ • 

S3XbI00SSP WI3XS ;^ ; 

,Z/t^*d^ St5. Ndr^ — - XaOdBil XmSSy l^0"sTxbf0OSSb.__,.r^^^^^ 20. S0 33 J 



iTSm & ASSOCIATes, P.O. 



2562 




iHTnn?=;?=;N kjt3is uid6t7:£0 20 # 82 war 



Stein s Assocjates. p,c. 

29 FCOOR 



SreiN & ASSOCIATES, p.c, 



IJi 



Receipt 



a 



f 



HEREBY ACKNOWLBJDCBD OF: 



CertificareofMaai«go,Dece»be 



, „ t>er 5,2001 

I ^ Antendnient 



° ChecJc for $460 



fa re: 



FEB 05 "02 BS-ZSPn 5TEJ " PSSOCIRTES 



P. 7/7 




Dear Patent Practitioner, 

The VSFTO and the patent community have experienced considerable difficulties since mid-October 
2001 due to delays in the delivery of mail by the US Postal Service. I want to assure you that the 
USPTO is making every effort to deal with this situation in ways that avoid any undue burden upon 
applicants. Over the last few weeks we have seen an increase in the volume of backlogged mail being 
delivered and we are working very hard to process this mail as quickly as possible. I ask that you bear 
with us during this challenge and work with us to the extent possible to minimize the impact of these 
mail delays. 

Unf6rtunatelylhe process has'damaged some of the mail recently delivered to the 

USPTO. For example, some patent application papers and drawings including photographs have been 
stuck together and cannot be separated. Some computer discs have been damaged. Some labels have 
been blackened so that the text on them cannot be read and some papers have been yellowed and are 
brittle The amount of damaged mail is small, about 5%, and the senders are being contacted to supply a 
duplicate when necessary. Additionally, no application is being held abandoned without us first callmg 
the applicant to ensure that a reply has not been delayed in the mail. 

I also understand that there has also been some concern from practitioners that outgoing mail from the 
Office may have been delayed in some instances. Currently, the USPTO is requesting that applicants 
follow the procedure set forth in Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP) 710.06 to establish a 
delay in receipt of mail if they want to request that the period for reply be reset. 

Please consult the USPTO Internet web site r http://www.usPtojgQY ) for updated information on 
Technology Center facsimile numbers, surface mail alternatives, and other announcements concernmg 
mail delays Some notices related to the mail delays that have been recently posted on the USPTO web 
site are listed on the attached table. Section 5 1 1 of the MPEP will be revised to state that in the event of 
a postal emergency an announcement will be placed on the USPTO web site. Note also that the entry of 

a paper into an application file can be confirmed by checking the PAlR system via our Electronic . _ ... 

Business Ceriter on our web sue. 

Questions related to mail difficulties should be directed to the Office of Patent Legal Administration, by 
telephone at (703) 30S-6906. Alternatively, the questions may be sent via e-mail to 
PatentPra.ctice@.uspto.gOV . 

Thank you for your continued cooperation as we deal with this difficult situation. 



NICHOLAS P. GODICI 



^^^^ Commissioner for Patents 



Enclosure: Table of Recent Notices 



